
Item 2.E.1.  

 

PLUMAS COUNTY 

PLANNING DEPARTMENT 

MEMORANDUM 

 

 
TO: Honorable Chair and Board of Supervisors 
FROM: Tracey Ferguson, Director of Planning 
MEETING DATE: May 19, 2026 
SUBJECT: California Board of Forestry and Fire Protection Zone 0 Defensible Space 

Regulations as Directed by Assembly Bill 3074, Senate Bill 504, Assembly Bill 
1455, and Governor Gavin Newsom's Executive Order N-18-25; discussion of April 
17, 2026, Press Release and April 23, 2026, Zone 0 Regulatory Advisory 
Committee Workshop and Draft Rule Text released; informational only. 

 
Recommendation: 
Receive information concerning the California Board of Forestry and Fire Protection Zone 0 Defensible Space 
Regulations as directed by Assembly Bill 3074, Senate Bill 504, Assembly Bill 1455, and Governor Gavin 
Newsom's Executive Order N-18-25; with April 17, 2026, Press Release and April 23, 2026, Zone 0 Regulatory 
Advisory Committee Workshop information and Draft Rule Text. 

Background and Discussion: 

Assembly Bill 3074 (2020), Senate Bill 504 (2024), Assembly Bill 1455 (2025), and Governor Newsom’s 
Executive Order N-18-25 directed the California Board of Forestry and Fire Protection to develop new 
defensible space regulations for “Zone 0” in certain fire prone areas of the state no later than December 31, 
2025 (however the complete and formal rulemaking process and adoption has not been completed; the 
process is ongoing into 2026 due to significant public comment). 

Throughout 2025 and into 2026, the Board has conducted extensive outreach, including nearly a dozen public 
workshops, numerous site visits and walking tours, research and academic reviews, and on-the ground 
engagement with homeowners, fire professionals, environmental groups, and local governments in their 
neighborhoods. 

The latest April 23, 2026, Advisory Committee Workshop can be viewed here: 

Part 1: https://calfire.app.box.com/s/umhlqs7haqzg1w3ntlgpkva1m9tdmyim 

Part 2: https://calfire.app.box.com/s/vqx4kcehse6sgoqsxjozrqupax46vbjr 

LEARN MORE/COMMENT 

The April 23, 2026, Draft Rule Text seeks to balance fire mitigation with other property considerations, while 
allowing plants and trees in parts of Zone 0. The Board of Forestry and Fire Protection invites public input on 
the Draft Rule Text, found here: 

https://34c031f8-c9fd-4018-8c5a-4159cdff6b0d-cdn-endpoint.azureedge.net/-/media/bof-website/projects-and-
programs/defensible-space-zones-0-1-2/previous-public-workshops-and-materials/2026/april-23-2026-zz-
meeting-material/april-zone-zero-rule-plead-summary-and-rule-
text.pdf?rev=6742e9be3a5d48ad968198efe0402676&hash=8035DDBAEBCD9365819CCB8EFBD1C1DB 

For more information see the Zone 0 webpage here: https://bof.fire.ca.gov/projects-and-programs/defensible-
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space-zones-0-1-and-2 

Submit comment to PublicComments@bof.ca.gov 

REQUIREMENTS 

The Zone 0 rules will require all property owners in *State Responsibility Areas (SRAs) AND in the *Very High 
Fire Hazard Severity Zones in the Local Responsibility Area (LRA) to reduce combustible materials within the 
first 5 feet of homes and other structures. 

The Zone 0 requirements will apply to (1) new construction immediately once adopted, and then (2) to existing 
homes over a phased-in period from the effective date of the regulations. 

EXISTING HOMES PHASE 1 (Implemented within the first 3 years): Includes removing combustible items 
such as firewood, dead leaves and branches, mulch, and wood chips within 5 feet of the structure. Cleaning 
gutters, removing dead and dying plants, trimming trees according to regulations, and implementing or 
adjusting for allowable vegetation during this time period. 

-A low-combustibility zone extending out from the safety zone, or the edge of an eave drip line, to the 
remaining portion of the five feet of Zone 0 (completed during Phase 1). 

EXISTING HOMES PHASE 2 (Implemented within 5 years, with the exact timeline to be decided by the local 
jurisdiction): Local jurisdictions will assign a timeline, within 5 years of the effective date of the regulations, for 
the creation of an under-eave safety zone, replacing combustible gates, and making any necessary 
adjustments to sheds and fencing. 

-A non-combustible immediate “safety zone” located directly next to the home and under eaves. This zone 
width flexes with the width of the eave. If the structure has 12-inch eaves, the safety zone is 12 inches in width. 
If the structure has 36-inch eaves, the safety zone is 36 inches in width (completed during Phase 2). 

The Board of Forestry and Fire Protection states for existing homes, “the goal is to give homeowners time, 
resources, and guidance to make changes effectively and affordably. CAL FIRE inspectors will prioritize 
helping homeowners identify issues at their homes, develop strategies, and set in motion actions for fire 
protection and mitigation. For homeowners, the overall goal is to make measurable progress and demonstrate 
effort over time.” 

TREES 

Trees are permitted in Zone 0, but subject to the following maintenance (within 3 years of adoption of 
regulations): 

⎯ Branches should be ten feet from chimneys per existing statute. Branches should also be trimmed five feet 
above roofs and kept clear of eaves. 

⎯ Dead wood and lower branches or “ladder fuels” that could carry fire upward should be removed. Limbs 
should be removed from the bottom six feet for large trees, or from the lower third of the tree for smaller trees 
(whichever is less). 

⎯ The risk of transmission for each tree would be determined by the local defensible space inspector. 

PLANTS/LANDSCAPING 

No combustible materials shall be in Zone 0 (combustible mulches, fallen leaves and needles, woodchips, 
firewood, stored wood, etc.), on roofs, or in gutters (within 3 years of adoption of regulations). 

⎯ For the “safety zone,” to be established in Phase 2 (within 5 years), a vegetation-free buffer is required: 

https://bof.fire.ca.gov/projects-and-programs/defensible-space-zones-0-1-and-2
mailto:PublicComments@bof.ca.gov


o Within one foot of structures or out to the edge of the eave (or “drip line”) 

o Where the eaves are shallow, and the safety zone may not apply: 

▪ Safety zone still must be a minimum of one foot 

▪ Within two feet of windows, doors, and vents 

▪ Within five feet of attached decks and similar features 

⎯ Well-maintained herbaceous plants and flowers are allowed outside these buffers within Zone 0, with the 
following conditions (to be completed within Phase 1): 

o Non-woody smaller plants, such as bulbs, impatiens, begonias, petunias, poppies, yarrow and non-thatching 
succulents are allowed in spaced groupings 

o Low ground covers. Examples include blue-star creeper, beach strawberry, creeping thyme, and mosses. 

o Grass or lawn is allowed but must be maintained and mowed per requirements. 

o Potted plants in non-combustible pots that are easily moveable, no taller than 1.5 feet, and meet spacing 
requirements. 

FENCES, GATES, AND SHEDS 

⎯ A five-foot non-combustible section is required where fences attach to a home, to be completed in Phase 2. 
Examples could include replacing a wooden gate with a noncombustible metal gate. 

⎯ No new combustible fences or gates are permitted within Zone 0. Repairs to existing fences permitted. 

⎯ Sheds and outbuildings within Zone 0 must have non-combustible exterior roofs and walls. 

LOCAL ZONE 0 VARIATIONS PERMITTED IN LOCAL RESPONSIBILITY AREAS (LRA) 

Local fire agencies may authorize alternative practices based on local variations such as 
geography/topography, fire risk, lot size, response resources, or compliance with California Wildland Urban 
Interface Code building standards. These practices must provide substantially similar practical effects to the 
regulations. 

For example, some community-specific local flexibility options might include an inspector considering the 
existence of numerous evacuation routes, the use of fire-safe construction or building materials, an allowance 
of various vegetation types based on region, or applying logical discretion for unique architecture or design. 

Local fire agencies must support with a finding that variations are equally effective as regulations. 

Defensible space standards for Zone 1 (5 to 30 feet from a home) and Zone 2 (30 to 100 feet from a home) are 
set by the local fire agency in compliance with statute. 
 
Action: 

Receive information concerning the California Board of Forestry and Fire Protection Zone 0 Defensible Space 
Regulations as directed by Assembly Bill 3074, Senate Bill 504, Assembly Bill 1455, and Governor Gavin 
Newsom's Executive Order N-18-25; with April 17, 2026, Press Release and April 23, 2026, Zone 0 Regulatory 
Advisory Committee Workshop information and Draft Rule Text. 

Fiscal Impact: 

N/A - informational only 



Attachments: 
1. 4.17.26PRESS RELEASE_4.23.26Zone Zero Rule Plead Summary and Rule Text 
 
 


